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Karen Boyd is the head of the Life Sciences practice at Axiom, an alternative 
model law firm.  She is a mediator, specializing in the resolution and case 
management of intellectual property disputes and other complex civil 
litigation. She has been appointed to the Mediation Panels for the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and for the Northern District of 
California. She is also a lecturer at U.C. Berkeley Law School, where she 
teaches Biotechnology and Chemical Patent Law. In the past, she has also 
taught Patent and Trade Secret Law at Hastings College of the Law.  
 
Before joining Axiom in 2008, Ms. Boyd was a principal in Fish & Richardson's 
Silicon Valley office. For a decade, she litigated and tried patent cases, with 
particular emphasis in the biotechnological, pharmaceutical, and medical 
device fields.  
 
Ms. Boyd received her bachelor’s degree in Environmental Biology from the 
California State University Northridge, master’s degree in Molecular Biology 
from U.C.L.A., and J.D. from U.C. Berkeley School of Law, where she currently 
serves on the Board of Directors. After graduating from law school, Ms. Boyd 
served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Paul R. Michel, Chief Judge (then 
Circuit Judge) of the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  
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