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 David M. Cohen received his B.A. from the University of Illinois.  He received 

his J.D. from the University of Illinois College of Law where he was Valedictorian of his 

graduating class and was a member of the Order of the Coif. 

 Upon receipt of his J.D., Mr. Cohen joined the faculty of the University of 

Pittsburgh School of Law where he rose to the rank of Professor.   He took a leave of 

absence from the School of Law to accept a Congressional Fellowship from the 

American Political Science Association. Upon completion of the fellowship, Mr. Cohen 

decided to remain in Washington and served as a Legislative Assistant to a Senator and 

as an Administrative Assistant to a Member of Congress.  

 Mr. Cohen joined the United States Department of Justice as a Trial Attorney in 

the Appellate Section of the Civil Division.  He subsequently served as Chief of the 

Customs Section in the Civil Division and, finally, as a Branch Director (National 

Courts) of the Commercial Litigation Branch in the Civil Division.  As Branch Director, 

Mr. Cohen was responsible for all litigation assigned to the Civil Division in the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, the United States Court of International 

Trade, and the United States Court of Federal Claims.  He retired from the Department of 

Justice in 2007 after 36 years of government service.  

 Mr. Cohen received numerous awards from the government, including the 

Presidential Rank Award of Distinguished Executive, as well as awards from private 

organizations.  He is a past President of the Federal Circuit Bar Association and the Court 

of Federal Claims Bar Association. 

 



 


