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Overview 

The United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit provides access to 
opinions on both the Court’s public web site and as part of a PACER feature 
offering orders and opinions. Instructions for both features are below. 

Court Public Web Site  

1. From www.cafc.uscourts.gov, select Opinions & Orders from the Cases menu. 
2. Search for a specific case, origin, type (Precedential or Non-precedential) or 

date range.  Matching orders and opinions display below. 

  

Orders and Opinions via PACER 

1. From https://ecf.cafc.uscourts.gov/ select CM/ECF PACER Login.  Note:  
you do need to have a PACER account.  If you do not, please register at the 
PACER Service Center (pacer.uscourts.gov).  

2. Once logged in to PACER, click Orders/Judgments from the top menu bar. 
3. Search by case number or case number range, type of document, day or 

month.   

HELPFUL HINT:  None of the query options are required; however, to narrow your 
search for a particular case and/or document selecting a report type; case 
number/range; and/or date may be beneficial. 
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4. From the list of search results you are able to 1) view the docket for a case, by 
clicking on the case number; 2) get case, party, and attorney information, by clicking 
on the hyperlinked short title; and/or 3) view the document associated with the 
described order, judgment or opinion, by selecting the PDF document icon. 
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NOTE:  Documents are also accessible from the general docket for a case by clicking on 
the case number hyperlink from the report.  You can then select the hyperlinked 
document number. See illustration below. 

 

5. After selecting the document to be downloaded you will be directed to the PACER 
CM/ECF download Confirmation Screen.  Review the transaction receipt to verify the 
download.  Review the billing information provided by PACER and then select the 
Accept Charges and Retrieve button to download and view the document.   

 

 

NOTE: Opinions are provided to download free of charge. 
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